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Singing that
dotted line

While festive period brings in

: many offers, homebuyers
2: must weigh their options
before sealing the

property deal

Response. Guj
@timesofindia.com

he festive season is considered
I an auspicious time for major life
decisions and for many, that in-
cludes buying a home. With a surge in
special offers, discounts, and attractive
interest rates, the period of festivals
has become a popular choice for pro-
spective homebuyers looking to turn

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

cause the only thingbetter than buying one’s
own home is buying the same home at 20 per
cent price deduction.

These three primary benefits make the
festive season an ideal time to buy property.

season on all material gains are off the charts.
Be it something in the e-retail segment, au-
tomobiles, clothing and apparel, and most
definitely real estate—this makes it the ideal
time to invest in a house of one’s own be-

cially satisfying to buy a home and why
not! Anyone aspiring to buy a home
should consider the divine aspects of
this day as their primary agenda while
movinginto anewhome. People should
ideally purchase a home a few months
before this day so that the actual wel-
coming ceremony can be commenced
on this auspicious day.

FIRST STEPS

their dream o p into
reality. chund the financial purks. the
festive spirit adds an emotional touch,
making the experience of purchasinga
new home even more joyful. Hence,
Iet's find out why buying a home during
the festive season is not just about
great deals but also about beginning a
new chapter in a time of celebration
and positivity.

‘With so many factors to consider—
location, budget, amenities, and future
growth—it’s essential to make in-
formed decisions.

WELCOME HOME

Everyone on the planet aspires to pur-
chase and live in their own home. So is
the case with majority Indians. Those
that have moved out of the wealthy
shadows of their lineage, find it espe-

The that this.

orates the victory of light over dalk-
nessis enough to move into a well-ven-
tilated and lit apartment of one’s own
ownership. The first step towards buy-
ing a home should ideally start a few
months in advance, but one could al-
ways plan it in such a way that at least
the initial puja can happen on a festive
day. Festivals such as Dhanteras and
Diwali are not just about Hinduism,
they are festivities where members of
all communities gather to celebrate
with much gaity and it is an oceasion
when many bless their automobiles for
a safe ride throughout the year ahead.
Hence, why waste time when the steps
tobe taken are baby?
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Capitalising on an
opportune moment

The festive season often heralds exciting opportunities in the property market, making it

an ideal

me for buyers to explore prelaunch offers. With many developers showcasing

their projects during this auspicious period, savvy buyers can find excellent deals and make
informed decisions
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s the festive season approaches, property
Aldcvelupcrs frequently unveil new pro-

jects, enticing buyers with attractive
prelaunch offers. This period is marked by
heightened activity in the real estate market,
where buyers can take advantage of lower pric-
es, flexible payment plans, and exclusive incen-
tives. To make the most of these opportunities,
it’s crucial to conduct thorough research, under-
stand market trends, and ecarefully evaluate
your options. By being proactive and well-in-
formed, you can secure a property that not only
meets your needs but alsa holds the potential
for long-term value.

eious for new ventures or purchasing jewellery,
automobiles or property. These are things that
are believed to bring prosperity and good for-

This festive, there’s one more reason to

choose real estate to reap good returns—pre-
launch projects.

OWN USE OR INVESTMENT - HOW TO
DECIDE

Buying your dream home has a certain element
of emotional attachment. The sentiment at-
tached to it is even more so, if it's your first one
where you plan to live forever. However, if you
plan to sell it after a few years or rent it out to
earn some income from it, the entire scenario
changes. It remains your property but not one
where you live. This is where it makes great in-
vestment sense to put your money on a
prelaunch property.

'II|E FUNDA OF PRELAUNCH

terms, when
es the prelaunch of a project, it usually means
that the project site, the design and construc-
tion plans are ready but some approvals from
the authorities concerned could be pending.

: 4

The builder has part of the finance ready to
begin the construction as soon as all a-
inplace. By

ject’s prelaunch the builder will accept
bookings from homebuyers and use this
money to finance the project. This isusually
done to avoid taking out a loan on the pro-
ject, and to speed up the beginning of the
construetion to benefit the stakeholders,
who are the homebuyers in this case.

THE BENEFITS TO LOOK FOR

One of the major advantages of buying into
a project in its prelaunch stage is that the
rates are far lower than that which is al-
ready launched. In fact, rates of prelaunch
propertiesare atleast 10 to 40 per cent less-
er than those where the construction has
begun. This makes it highly attractive and
affordable for those who are looking to pur-
chase their first piece of real estate called
‘home’.

Another benefit that a homebuyer can
enjoy is the huge discounts that developers
offer on their prelaunch projects. This is
because the builders are raising inter-
est-free capital from the homebuyers in-
stead of approaching banks for a housing
construction loan on certain interest rates.

Investing in a prelaunch property is one
of the wisest decisions that an intelligent
investor can make. Since you're already
buyingthe homeat amuch lower price than
the market, once the project is completed,
you can sell it at a much higher price
tag. Yowll earn a handsome prof-
it margin if you sell it imme-
diately when the project is
new. You can then use &
this profit to buy a
home for your own

Most investors
who want to earn
from prelaunch prop- @
erties invest in one as
a second home rather &
than the first one,
purely for the reason
that there’s usually an
emotional sentiment at-
tached to one’s first home.

One of the reasons that homebuy-
ersopt fora home ina proiietis

It's essential to research
thoroughly, assess your
needs, and seek expert
guidance to ensure a
successful investment that
aligns with your goals

A Pics Istock

construction. This is called an ‘exit strate-

gy". In simple terms it means that you buy
property at the lowest price in the market,
sellit when property prices rise in the inter-
im period when it's being constructed, and
then invest this money in another property.
As an investor, you can get the maximum
benefit from the deal if you exit from it at
the time of possession of the property.

TREAD CAUTIOUSLY
Like with any investment, putting your
money into a pre-launch property
involves certain degree of risk,
& particularly if you are a
=y newbie to the game. Tt
¥ pays toensure the track
record of the builder
and invest in an es-
tablished brand to
rest assured that
your money is safe
ina project that will
not face any road-
blocks. The risks as-
sociated with
prelaunch ean involve
construction delays due
to lack of funds from lend-
ers, ete.
Also, sincE the construction of

because you can customise their home
ahead of the construction. So, if you want to
add an extra wall between the living room
and kitchen orremove a wall, or change the
interior plumbing or wiring, etc, you have
the liberty to do it in the different stages of
the construction unlike in a ready to move
inhome.

What's more, buying a home on a
prelaunch offer safeguards you from any
future hikes in property prices. The real es-
tate industryisalabour intensive one. With
the cost of construction materials, labour
and logistics only rising, a prelaunch pro-
jectisinsulated from imminent price hikes.

There’s another reason to buy property
ina prelaunch project. You pay far less and
also have the option to exit from the deal
when the property is in the mid-stage of

ny two years,
Jou need to be able to have the appetite to
lockin your money in the prelaunch stage f
you have no exit strategy.

Investingin aprelaunch project is agreat
choice if you have the financial strength to
dabble in the real estate business. It allows
you to piteh your funds in the early stage of
a high quality, branded project and take
home rich returns on the profits made from
its sale. It is therefore prudent to choose a
renowned project brand with all modern
amenities that makes it a hotseller in mar-
ket.

In the festive season and particularly on
Pushyanakshatra, several developers an-
nounce the pre-launch of their properties
considering the auspiciousness around the
festival. Plan your investment early and
harvest a fortune at the same time.

Crafting your corners

Lighting creates moods and
can set the tone in your living
spaces. Large brass lamps placed
on the floor in acorner of a living
area accentuate the room. Such

This festive season, curate a special corner in your home that

captures the essence of celebration. From vibrant decorations and

twinkling lights to cosy textiles and traditional accents, each

element can come together to create a welcoming space that

lighting adds drama to the room
and is an instant conversation
starter. A pedestal lamp with
stained glass work is also a great
choice as it allows one to play
with light and colour; and placing
it in the corner results in great
shadow patterns, making the en-
tire room look vibrant.

For those who might want

\eet/

[ too. With a bit of creativity, you
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s the festive season un-
folds, dedicating a corner
£ your home to seasonal

decor can infuse your space with
joy and vibrancy. Picture a
charming nook adorned with
colorful decorations, soft light-
ing, and cherished symbols of the
celebration. This small yet sig-
nificant space becomes a focal
point for gathering, where family
and friends can come together to
share stories, laughter, and cre-
ate lasting memories. By incor-
porating elements that resonate
with your personal style and cul-
tural traditions, you can craft a
delightful home corner that re-
flects the warmth of the season
and invites everyone to partake
in the fest; es.

With a little creativity and
thoughtful design, even the most
neglected corner of your house
can become inviting and
eye-catching, A bunch of clever
i design tips can help
you craft beautiful, attractive
corners that elevate your space
and reflect your unique style,

When you decorate spaces,
you need to focus on the corners

can transform corner spaces in
your home into beautiful focal
points. No matter how large or
smallaroom maybe, these nooks

more practical uses for corner
spaces, a shelf is a great idea.
They comein all sizes and shapes
and can vary from small ones that
take up minimal space to larger
shelves that extend fromthe ceil-
ing to the floor. They can be used
for a variety of things like dis-
playing a book collection along
with a few knick knacks, curios,
and maybe even a potted plant.

While curios and lamps are of-
ten the more obvious choices for
corner décor, the freshness that
potted plants bring cannot be ig-
nored. Indoor plants in orna-
mental containers provide a
break from the monotony. En-
sure that they are placed near a
windowwhere they can get direct
sunlight. You ean convert a cor-
ner into a green space by group-
ing small flowering plants on a
corner table. If you feel like
bringing abit more of nature, you
could always go for a small ta-
ble-top fountain.

And if you feel like it, you could
also opt for a single piece that is
big enough to command atten-
tion all on its own. A single large
stone sculpture or large decora-
tive pot can create an impact like
nothing else. However, this is ad-
visableonlyifthe room is largeas
well; otherwise, it will overpower
everything else in the room.

Ensure that the corners are
well-lit with focus lighting to
highlight the objects you have
placed there. Soft overhead light-

Pic stk

can be transformed to exude a
classy appeal.

Corners can be used well in
many ways—for more storage
space to display memorabilia
and even for some innovative in-
terior decor. The converging an-

gles in a corner allow you to cre-
ate a functional display or stor-
age space that is simple yet ele-
gant at the same time. You can
transform this space by convert-
ingitinto avisual focal point, For
example, if there is a prominent

corner at the entrance of your
apartment, you can place a medi-
um-sized figurine and tradition-
al bronze urn with floating petals
there. The corner transforms
instantly into a warm, welcom-
ingarea.

ingwill not only highlight the ob-
jeet, but also bring in a warm,
welcome glow to this space.

Ensure balance of style and
simplicity. With a little imagina-
tion, you can decorate corner ar-
eas attractively.

Gifting joys

Festive gifts are more than just items; they
embody the spirit of giving and sharing joy
during special occasions. Thoughtful presents
can strengthen bonds, express love, and reflect
the rich traditions of our culture, making them
an integral part of every celebration

Response.Guj@timesofindia.com

s the festive season approaches, the

Aﬁyuf selecting gifts for family and
iends becomes a cherished tradi-

tion in itself. Each gift represents a ges-
ture of love and appreciation, offering an
opportunity to connect with our loved
ones on a deeper level, Whether it's a
beautifully wrapped box of sweets, a
picce of traditional jewellery, or a
thoughtfully curated gift basket, the
actof giving s infused with warmth
and meaning, By choosing gifts that
reflect the recipient’s personality
and interests, we can create lasting
‘memories that enhance the joy of the sea-
son.

‘With Diwali around the corner, it's time
toindulge in the essence of love and cele-
brate the joy of togetherness. Apart from
pampering your partners with gifts and
warm gestures, you could spoil yourselves
with presents too, to earn afeeling of con-
tentment, Many major online shopping
websites too are coming up with exciting
offers for thoughtful giftingideas.

be the perfect choice. H

“A bunch of long-
stemmed red roses are one
evergreen pick which doesn’t
need any brainstorming, Add
some pink roses tait for the poetic
love and admiration and you will surely
make your beau smile. If you're looking
forward to experimenting a little, plain
pink tulips or crisp creamy lilies would
look elegant too. Blue or purple orchids
together with tuberoses are a great com-
bination for a bouquet which will last

FRESH AROMA
For someone who would love to
indulge in the freshness of floral
aroma, a bouquet will

*

longer than the rest” says a relationship
counsellor, Sehba Qazi.

BITE SIZE DELIGHT
“Surely, chocolates are an easy pick for
festive gifting but that doesn’t imply its
thoughtlessness. Chocolate is the key to
happiness and instantly elevates the
mood. Depending on your loved one's
taste, you can choose from a plethora of
options on the online gifting portals
and retail stores. The age of tech-
nology hasblessed us with the con-
venience of sending gifts from
miles away if physically separated
due to the pandemic,” adds Qazi.

THE LOST ART

The idea of a greeting card has always
been a festive gesture. Throwing light on
the same, Vijal Shah, an optometrist by
profession, says, “A simple letter full of
sentiments and wishes written with an
actual pen is an emotion itself. Unfortu-
nately, with the ease of quick communica-
tion, importance of this art is fading away.
But you should not overlook the value of
this traditional method as it speaks vol-

consideredas thoughtfulness at s best.”

“If you're not good with words, then
just a heart-warming one lin-
er scribbled on the greeting
card from a store would be
enough too,” she adds.

l ' ume about the immense affection and is

ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES
Speaking about the range of watches
to choose from, Ritika Singh, a banking
professional, says, “Rose gold metal belts
are trending. Deep blue and green dials
also look classy on wrists. Watches for
‘men could range from sporty and durable
ones with araw look or the stylish and el-
egantones with a chronograph dial.”



mol ¥ nsure how to
what's necessary and what isn’t. Thisfes-
tive season, don’t just buy a car, rather
accessorise it, giving your vehicle a per-
sonal touch.

BEAUTIFYING YOUR CAR

Let’s start with the overall look. Sports
cars have a universal appeal. For some-
one who wants to add a sporty look to
their newly bought utility car, they can
try the following accessories and tips:

® Boot spoilers: Start with the

spoiler. These are easily available
for saloon cars. For hatch-
back cars, the rear spoiler is
mounted on the roof. In
most cases, you can adorn it
with brake lights too.

Side skirts: Side skirts runbelow the
deorsill, You can also go in for bump-
er add-on skirts. These give the cara
road-hugging stance. However, it also
means low ground clearance, so be
careful while going over speed-break-

rear, where you can boltinaboot .

CONSUMER GONNECT INITIATIVE

ers and bad roads.

@ Stickers: These are available for al-
most all shapes and sizes of cars.

® Avoid side chrome strips: These
strips and external rubber beads lose
their charm pretty quickly.

@ Free-flow exhaust: You can make
your good-looking car run faster with
afewupgrades, Free-flow exhaustisa

modification of the car’s exhaust
system which lets the gases pass
out more cffectively, resulting in
increased pick-up, drivability and
fuel efficiency. It also gives the ex-
haust a super throaty note that will
surely make heads turnwherever you
go. The performance enhancement,
however, isn’t very evident in tur-
bo-charged diesel cars. Free flow ex-
hausts are available for small cars too.

Revamp
your ride

This festive season, why not
let your car join in on the
celebrations? Adding
personalised touches to your
vehicle not only amps up its
style but also brings an extra
dose of joy every time you hit
the road

SR
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rom sleek exterior
F upgrades to cozy in-
terior enhance-
ments, there are countless
‘ways to give your vehicle a
festive makeover. Wheth-
er yowre adding bold ac-
cessories or subtle details,
this is the perfect time to
revamp your ride and
make it truly stand out
during the festivities.
Buying a car is a big deal

for most of us, whether it’s
a luxury sports car or a
simple ~ utility vehicle.
‘While many may look at it
as a mode of transporta-
tion, for some it is the mat-
ter of passion. Their love
for the machine is seen by
the number of times it is
serviced, retouched, and
accessorised. Car owners
take efforts to add an extra
zing to their vehicles with
the help of latest gadgets
and gears. Here is a guide
to improving your auto-

Your Go-To Spot for

CAKES & PASTRY
ICE CREAM
COFFEE

SHAKES

COLD BREW
MOCKTAILS
MAGGIE & FRIES
PUFF PIZZA
ARTISAN BREADS
COLD PRESSED JUICES
B COOKIES & NAMKEENS

paily

Hangoy¢

SARAZA

BAKERY & CAFE

@ ToYOTA

Service

38000 sq.ft of World Class
Service & Bodyshop Facility

Jai Ganesh Toyota

loss
gi_j}gg%g

Toyota Genuine
Accessories

Car Coating with Trained
Detailed Perfection Technicians
TOYOTA

Best Value for
Your Used Cars

Toyota Genuine
Accessories

343
Motor Insurance

Rajkot : 97695 77000

N

TOYOTA

e

SARJAN

150 ft. Ring Road
Near GSPC Gas Office,
Rajkot

New 150 ft. Ring Road
Opp. Moments Party Plot,
Near Kataria Circle, Rajkot.

Shital Park
150 ft. Ring Road,
Opp. Spire 2, Rajkot

Bhavnagar : 0278 2444444 | Junagadh : 76000 86102 | Amreli : 76000 86099

DDRES
e




c-Harsh.Kashiv
@timesofindia.com

he aroma of freshly
churned ice cream wafts
through the air at an arti-
sanal dessert parlour,
where master chefs are working
overtime to mect the surge in fes-
tive season orders. A batch of fresh
mango ice cream emerges from
the churner, its golden huea testa-
ment to the natural ingredients
used. In the adjacent section, bak-
ers put finishing touches on rows
of classic tiramisu and New York-
style cheesecakes, while tradition-
al Indian milk-based desserts oc-
cupy their own special corner.
This scene reflects a remarka-
ble transfermation in India’s des-
sertlandscape, particularly during

the festive season. Traditional In-
dian sweets are now sharing space
with global desserts, asurban con-
sumers embrace international fla-
vours while maintaining their
connectionwith traditional treats.

from artificial fla-
vourings, Indian ice
cream makers are
harnessing the rich
diversity of local
fruits to create au-
thentic flavours. Al-
phonso mango leads
the charge, with its
creamy texture and
intense flavour mak-
ing it a perennial fa-
vourite. Seasonal va-
rieties like sitaphal
(custard apple) and
chikoo (sapota) have found their
way into premium ice cream col-
lections, offering consumers a
taste of nostalgia wrapped in mod-
ern presentation.”

The technical aspects of natural
fruit ice cream production have

seen significant advancement.
Manufacturers now employ so-
phisticated freezing techniques
that preserve the intrinsic flavour
of fruits while achieving the per-
fect creamy texture, Cold-pressed
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Dessert delights
for festivities

ice creams, European-style des-
serts, and innovative fusion crea-
tions has prompted both estab-
lished brands and artisanal mak-
ers to expand their festive offer-

Rohit Sharma, an ice cream
shop owner, shares, “Natural

emerged as frontrunners in this
sweet revolution. Moving away

demand for p fruitpulpsare

ice creams have

mium milk bases, ensuring that
each scoop delivers an authentic
taste experience. The trend ex-
tends to lesser-known Indian
fruits, with variants featuring ja-
mun, jackfruit, and even rawman-
go gaining popularity.
European-style desserts have
carved their own niche in India’s
festive celebrations. Tiramisu,
with its sophisticated blend of cof-

into pre-

traditional recipe.

The classic

fee, mascarpone, and cocoa, has
become astaple atupscale gather-
ings. Indian pastry chefs are mas-
tering the delicate balance of fla-
vours in this Italian classic, while
some innovative makers are cx-

ing with Indian twists,
incorporating clements like car-
damom or masala chai into the

Chang Thappa, a chef, says,
“Cheesecakes represent another
category that has seen remarkable
growth during festive seasons.
New York-style
cheesecake serves as a canv:
creativity, with local adaptations
featuring Indian fruits and spices.

ALLPICSHISTORK

es”
The ion in

Variants topped with fresh mango
compote, rose-flavoured berry
coulis, or caramelised local nuts
have emerged as popular choices.
Baked cheesecakes compete with
their no-bake counterparts, offer-
ing different textures and flavour
profiles to suit varied preferenc-

ilk-based

texture.”

cakes.

Dev Gadhvi, a fitness enthusi-
ast, notes, “Health-conscious
consumers have not been left’
behind in this dessert revo-/
lution, Sugar-free variants
and alternatives sweet-
ened with natural ingre-
dients like dates and/
honey have become _
increasingly available.
The use of organic milk, frec
from artificial hormones and ad-
ditives, has become a selling point
for premium dessert makers,
Some establishments have suc-
cessfully introduced vegan ver-
sions of popular desserts, using

as for

desserts spans both traditional
and contemporary creations.
Classic Indian desserts like rabri
basundi, and kulff are being reim-
agined with modern techniques
and presentations. Artisanal kulff
makers are experimenting with
unusual flavour combinations,
while maintaining the dense,
creamy texture that characterises.
this frozen dessert, Traditional
milk-based sweets are being
adapted into modern formats, in-
cluding kulfi-inspired ice cream
bars and rabri-flavoured cheese-

dia has influenced this
trend, with visual
appeal becoming
as important
as taste.
Tempera-
ture-con-
trolled deliv-
ery services

reach
of premium

desserts beyond
their immediate vicini-
= e

The presentation of desserts
has evolved to meet eontempo-
rary expectations. Individual por-
tions, elegant plating, and innova-
tive serving formats have become
crucial elements of the festive
dessert experience. Dessert mak-
ers are investing in premium

kaging, making their creations
suitable for gifting during the fes-
tive season. The rise of social me-

Indian sweets are
now sharing the
spotlight with global
desserts, as urban consumers

of culinary worlds adds a
dynamic twist to festive

plant-based milk alternati
without compromising on taste or

solutions maintain the integrity

GONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

tions.

tion,

Professional trainingin
dessert making has

i promi-
nence, with spe-
cialised cours-
es focusing
on specific
categories
like gelato

gained

Traditional

indulgence

local tastes.

of frozen and chilled desserts dur-
ing transport, allowing quality
products to reach consumers
across cities. This has democra-
tised access to premium desserts,
making them available to a wider
audience during festive celebra-

The sourcing ofingredients has
‘become more sophisticated, with
dessert makers forgingdirect rela-
tionships with fruit growers and

dairy farmers. This farm-to-table
approach ensures quality control
and enables the creation of sea-
sonalspecials based on fruit avail-
ability, Premium dairy products,
including specialty cheese for
cheesecakes and high-fat cream
forice creams, arenow more read-
ily available, supporting the
growth of quality dessert produc-

elevated the
overall quali-
ty of desserts
available in the
market. Interna-
tional collaborations
have brought global ex-
pertise to Indian kitch-
ens, resulting in products
that meet international
standards while catering to

The festive season has tradi-
tionally been associated with
gifting sweets, and contemporary
dessert makers are tapping into
‘this custom with innovative offer-
ings. Curated dessert boxes fea-
‘turing a selection of international
and fusion creations have become
popular gifting options. These of-

ten include a mix of traditional
Indian sweets alongside modern
desserts, appealing to diverse
preferences,

The pricing of premium des-
serts reflects their positioning as
luxury items, particularly during
the festive season. Consumers
have shown willingness to pay
‘more for quality ingredients, au-
thentic flavours, and elegant pres-
entation. This has encouraged
dessert makers to invest in better
ingredients and equipment, fur-
ther elevating the quality of their
offerings.

Seasonal variations in dessert
‘menus keep the offering fresh and
exciting. Summer might see an
abundance of mango-based crea-
tions, while winter brings warm-
ing elements like caramel and
chocolate to the fore. The festive
season typically features more
elaborate creations, often incor-
porating traditional Indian ele-
ments into international dessert
formats

Dessert makers are exploring
new techniques, flavour combina-
tions, and presentation styles
while maintainingaconnection to
authentic tastes. The trend ex-
tends beyond major metropolitan
areas, with tier-two cities showing
increasing appetite for premium
desserts. Local dessert makers in
these cities are adapting interna-
tional favourites toregional tastes,
creating unique variations that
reflect their cultural context. This
has led to interesting regional in-
terpretations of global desserts,

have  ox- Bl \uithoutlosing theis connectionto |§  making or  entiching India’s diverse culinary
panded the B peloved classic treats. This fusion French pas  fidseise;
try. Thishas  Asthe festive season continues

toevolve, so too does India's rela-
tionship with desserts. The har-
monious coexistence of tradi-
tional sweets and international
desserts reflects the country’s
ability to embrace global influ-
ences while maintaining its cul-
tural identity. From naturally
flavoured ice creams to perfectly
crafted tiramisus, from innova-
tive cheesecakes to reimagined
milk-based desserts, the options
available to consumers have nev-
er been more diverse or exciting.
This festive season marks not just
a celebration of traditional cus-
toms but also a celebration of In-
dia’s maturing dessert culture,
where quality, creativity, and tra-
dition come together in sweet
harmony.

Devanshi.Shah
@timesofindia.com

n Indian families, the act of giv-
ing and receiving gifts is a cher-
ished tradition, steeped in cul-
tural significance and emotional

resonance. Sweets, with their rich

flavours and vibrant colours, often
take center stage during these occa-
sions, symbolising love, goodwill, and
shared joy. Choosing sweets is not
just about taste; it's also an expres-
sion of thoughtfulness and care. Each
type of sweet carries its own story and
tradition, making it essential to select
confections that

resonate with

\the -

recipient’s preferences. For instance,
some might prefer the rich and
creamy texture of peda, while others
may delight in the crunch of a ladoo.

Understanding shelf life
‘When it comes to selecting sweets,
understanding their shelf life is cru-
cial. Different types of confections
have varying degrees of freshness and
longevity, and this ean impaet your
choice. For example, dark chocolate
is a popular choice because it typical-
Iy has a longer shelf life compared to
other chocolates, When stored prop-
erly, dark chocolate can remain fresh
for months, mak-
= ing it an excel-
lent option for
. gifting. On
the other
hand,
eream-
filled choc-
olates or those
containing
fresh fruit may
spoil  more
quickly and are best
enjoyed soon after
purchase. Hard can-
dies, gummies, and certain baked
goods also have varying degrees of

Savouring
traditiona
sweets

India’s festive mithais are more than
just treats; they are symbols of tradition,
craftsmanship, and celebration. Each
dessert carries a legacy, offering a perfect

chocolates that can melt
and instead opt for harder
candies or packaged treats
that are less sensitive to

temperature
Krishna Patel, a gift shop
owner shares, “Customers
are increasingly drawn to
personalised gifts, especial-
y  whenitcomesto

sweets. Un-

derstand-
ing the
pref-

blend of rich flavours, cultural significance,
and the joy of sharing during festivals

longevity, and it's important to con-
sider these factors when making your
selection.

Mahesh Marwadi, a bakery owner,
shares, “Opting for sweets with longer
shelf lives like dry fruit laddoes or
hard candies s thebest option for giv-
ing sweets as a gift for festivals. These
types of sweets not only taste great
but can also be stored for a long time
without losing their freshness.”

Types of long-lasting sweets
Among the various types of sweets
available, dark chocolate stands out
not only for its extended shelf life but
alsofor its rich and indulgent flavour.
Itcanbeenjoyed on its own orused in
avariety of sweet treats. Pairing dark
chocolate with nuts or dried fruits can
create a delightful gift that balances
taste and texture. Similarly, hard can-
dies, such as lollipops, mints, or tof-
fees, are excellent options for festive
gifting. These candies come inarange
of flavours and can be enjoyed over
time without the risk of spoilage.
Their resilience makes them a relia-
ble choice for gifting, especially for
those who appreciate classic confec-
tions.

Gummy candies, while they can
have a shorter shelf life than hard
candies, can still last several monthsif

sweet treats. Creatinga mix of sweet-
ened nuts and dried fruits can offer a
unique and thoughtful gift, providing
both flavour and a touch of nutrition-
alvalue.

Sakshi Goswami, a junior chef
shares, “People often look for unique

combinations that offer variety, such

erenc-

dislikes of the

es and
recipient is essential. Tailor-
ingyour selection to what the
individual truly enjoys en-
hances the gifting experience and
shows thoughtfulness.”

theme can enhance the visual ap-
peal.

Creating assortment of
sweets

Creating an assortment of sweets
can further enhance the gift-giving
experience. Instead of presenting a
single type of sweet, consider put-
ting together a mixed selection. This
not only offers variety but also al-
lowsthe recipient to enjoya range of
flavours and textures. By including
items with differing shelf lives, you
can give the recipient an extended
enjoyment period, allowing them to

savour the sweets over time.

To ensure that the
sweets remain fresh
for as long as possi-
ble, proper storage is

essential. Keeping

sweets in a cool, dry

place away from direct

sunlight is crucial, as heat

can alter the texture and fla-

vour of many confections, es-

pecially chocolate. For home-

made treats, using airtight contain-

ers can help minimise exposure to

air, which can lead to staleness. It's

also important to be mindful of

moisture, which can be detrimental

to the quality of many sweets. En-

sure your storage area is dry and

avoid opening packages until you're

ready to enjoy the treats, as expo-
sure to air can affect freshness.

‘When it comes to gifting sweets,

Importance of pr
Once youve chesen the perfect
sweets, presentation becomes a vital
aspect of the gifting experience. A

Indian sweets. Sweets like choco-
late-covered nuts or rich barfis tend
to stay fresh longer and appeal to a
wider audience. Aesthetically pleas-
ing packaging enhances the gifting
experience and use traditional
Indian motifs to give it a festive
touch.”

beautifully gift not only
shows thoughtfulness but also en-
hances the overall appeal. Selecting
the right packaging is the first step.
Clear cellophane bags, elegant boxes,

or decorative tins can i

the dtheselec-
tion is often as significant as the
treats themselves. The joy of giving
is amplified when you take the time
to choose sweets that resonate with
the recipient’s tastes and preferenc-
es. By considering their likes and
dislikes, you can create a personal-
ised experience that shows you care,

elevate the look of your gift. Ifyou
chaose a box, consider lining it
with ti orfabricto

ding the signif-
icance of presentation adds an extra
Jayer of meaning to your gift, making
i ble. With careful consid-

protect the sweets and

i
eration of the types of sweets, pres-
entation, and storage, you can en-
sure that your gifts not only bring
i i i but also con-

Personal add an extra touch of
preferences _ thevelvety sophistication. The
When  selecting richness of gulab kaging should
sweets for gifting, jamun to the nutty complement the

it’s essential to con-
sider the preferenc-
es of the recipient.
Everyone has unique
tastes, and being
aware of dietary re-
strictions or potential al-
lergies can ensure your gift is
well-received. For instance, during

goodness of barfi, these
festive delights not only
satisfy the palate but
also connect us to
our roots

sweets while also
ensuring they re-
‘main secure during
transport.

To make your gift
even more special,
consider adding a per-
sonal touch. A handwritten
note or label can make a world of

festive seasons, certain
may be more popular or traditional,
depending on cultural backgrounds.

stored correctly, High-quality gum-
mies without artificial preservatives
tend to hold up better and provide a
chewy, satisfying treat. If you're con-
sidering a more health-conscious op-
tion, nuts and dried fruits can also be

ourself with these mu-
ances can help you choose sweets that
resonate with the recipient. Addi-
tionally, considering the season can
guide your selection. In warmer
months, for example, it's wise to avoid

difference, t a simple
gift into something more intimate.
Tnclude a short message explaining
why you chose those sweets or how
they relate to the occasion, This per-
sonal connection can add depth to
the gift and create lasting memories
forthe recipient. Additionally, align-
ing your packaging with the festive

tinue to delight long after the festiv-
ities have ended.

Choosing sweets that stay fresh
for longer can enhance the joy of
gift-giving during festive occasions.
By selecting the right types of con-
fections and paying attention to
presentation and storage, you can
create a delightful experience for
your recipients. Ultimately, the act
of giving sweets is an expression of
affection and thoughtfulness that
can bring people together, creating
cherished moments that last far be-
yond the final bite. So, as the festi-
vals continues, take the time to
choose sweets that reflect your care,
and watch as they bring smiles to the
faces of those you hold dear.
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Revitalised
revelry

From incorporating green practices
to blending diverse cultural
elements, the city is shaping a new
narrative for how Diwali will be
observed, balancing heritage with

4
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meodern innovation

Devanshi.Shah
@timesofindia.com

Aisha Desai, an event manag-
er, says, “Inrecent times, festival
celebrations have become more

friendly due i

Amit Sharma, a civil engi-
neer, shares, "Urban living has
changed how we approach
festivals. Celebrations have
become more inclusive witha
fusion of traditional and con-
temporary elements. For in-
stance, we're incorporating
global cuisine into our tradi-
tional feasts and using social
media to connect with friends
and family who can’t be with
us in person. It’s a beautiful
blend of maintaining our cus-
toms while embracing mod-
ern conveniences”

SUSTAINABLE
CELEBRATIONS
Sustainability is a key theme
in modern festive celebra-
tions. The introduetion of bio-
degradable idols and reduced
use of harmful materials is a
testament to how urbanisa-
tion is influencing cultural
P

sD liolls around,
India is experiencing a
found { H

in cities. People are becoming
r f the i

i mit Patel, anarchi-
tect, says, “It’s heartening to
see how urbanisation has led

inhowitiscelebrated. The rapid
pace of urbanisation is not only
reshaping skylines but also re-
defining cultural practices,
blending traditional customs
with modern sensibilities to cre-
ate new and sustainable ways of
celebrating,

Forinstance, in cities, the fes-
tive season has become a show-
case of how old traditions can
harmonise with contemporary

lifestyles. From quieter celebra-
tions to eco-friendly practices,
urban areas are increasingly
adopting methods that reduce
environmental impact while
keeping the spirit of the festivals
alive.

One notable trend is the shift
towards environmentally con-
scious celebrations. During Di-
wali, since last few years, there
has been a significant move to-
wards reducing noise and air
pollution, and using eco-friend-
ly materials. This transition isa
response to growing awareness
about the environmental impact
of traditional festivities.

celebrating festivals in a way
that does not harm the environ-
ment. This trend is making cele-
brations more inclusive and sus-
tainable for the future.”

The essence of traditional fes-
tivals remains strong, even as
practices evolve, Urban resi-
dents are finding innovative
ways to honour their cultural
heritage while adapting to mod-
ern demands. This blend of tra-

dition and modernity ensures
that festivals are not only pre-
served but also enriched with
new perspectives and inclusivi-

A FUSION OF CULTURES
Urbanisation has also led to
more diverse and inclusive fes-
tive celebrations. Cities, with
large expatriate population, is
seeing a fusion of traditional and
international practices. For ex-
ample, celebrations here now
incorporate elements from both
lacal and global cultures, creat-
ing a unique blend of customs
and practices.

to more sustainable practices
while still preserving the core
of our celebrations. The use of
biodegradable idols during
festivals is a great example of
adapting to modern challeng-
es while keeping our cultural
values intact.”

The adaptation of tradi-
tional festivals to align with
contemporary environmental
and social standards high-
lights the dynamic nature of
urban life. As cities grow and
evolve, so do their celebra-
tions, reflecting a broader
trend of cultural integration
and sustainability.

The transformation of fes-
tive celebrationsin urban are-
as is a sign of how cities are
balancing growth with eultur-
al preservation, By embracing
modern practices while hon-
ouring traditional customs,
the city is setting an example
of how cultural practices can
evolve without losing its es-
sence. This shift not only ben-
efits the environment but also
enhances the inclusivity and
vibrancy of urban celebration.

As we continue to navigate
the complexities of urbanisa-
tion, the way we celebrate our
festivals will remain a key in-
dicator of how well we are
blending old with new. The
future of festival celebrations
in Indian cities look promis-
ing, marked by a commitment
to sustainability.

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

A scrumptious celebration

Camaraderie is what transpires when two hearts find a happy space
at a restaurant, café or bakery!

Debjani.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

nt to find the
best moment of
the festive sea-

son with the love of your
life? Eating at an catery of
yours and your partner’s
choice can be an ideal way
to spend some quality
time with each other. Yes,
that’s one of the most ide-
al ways to celebrate a fes-
tive holiday and a date at
your favourite restaurant,
café or bakery can never
gowrong Take some time
out from your hectic
schedule to organise that
perfect luncheon or din-
ner date, and if not that,
anevening at your favour-
ite café or going on ades-
sertspree at the end of the
day sounds way too bliss-
ful already, isn’t it? Im-
agine how therapeutic
that can be and on top ofit
all, it's a wonderful idea to
celebrate a festival amidst
the hectic everyday life-
style you both lead.
Hence, a food date is any
day the best for you and
your partner as it will give
both of you time and am-
bience to sit and talk
about all those incom-
plete conversations over
some scrumptious delica-
cies.

Arjun  Chauhan, a
young entrepreneur, says,

“Mywife and T always pre-
fer to celebrate occasions
and festivals together ir-
respective of how busy we
are. Even if it is late in the
night, Diwali will be cele-
brated with equal zest.
And we prefer to gift each
other experiences over
material presentsas that's
something which can be
bought by self. So, this
year, we both have decid-
od to go food hopping, In
other words, we are going
to begin with starters and
end with desserts, but
each item will be from a
different restaurant; and
the journey will begin
from 5pm.”

From creating fes-
tive-themed menus toset-
ting a romantic table and
giving away souvenirs,
some of the posh restau-
rants of the city are gear-
ing up to make their
guests feel special. Akshay
Chaturvedi, a restaura-
teur, shares, “I believe in
delivering experiences be-
cause that's what attracts
60 per cent of repeat cus-
tomers. And by experi-
ence I don't just mean a
good meal, a well-set am-
bience, and some soothing
music. This festive season,
we have decided to do
something different for
our esteemed customers.
All the couples who visit
us for the entire Diwali

week will get a freebie but
that’s going to be a surprise
and we aren’t going to reveal it
out in the public. The whole
ideaisto give the ‘Teal couples’
and not those who visitusasa
couple just to get the frechie.”

From your parents to
friends and children, your fes-
tive date can be anybody
whom you love and connect
with. Irrespective of the rela-
tion, the period ought to be
celebrated by planning a spe-

cial date. Talking about his
first love, Monty Menon, a
working professional, con-
cludes, “For every child, T be-
lieve, the first love should be
their parents; at least for me,
thatshowitis. Yes, I am about
to get married very soon; but
even then, festivals, as always,
willbe first celebrated with my
parents. With anew partner in
mylife, Imay meet her, but the
dinner date will be with amma
and appa.”
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ashion enthusiasts across the
F country are eagerly preparing

o showease their most glam-
orous and luxurious ensembles. This
year, the fusion of traditional ethnic
swear with contemporary Indi-
an style has reached new
heights, creating a unique
sartorial landscape that cel-
ebrates ourrich cultural her-
itage while embracing mod-
ern trends. Here’s your
comprehensive guide
to nailing festive 7
fashionin In-
dia  for
2024,
blending
the best of
tradition and innovation.

——

ENDURING CHARM OF ETHNIC
WEAR

While Western clothing dominates
everyday wear in many urban areas,
the allure of ethnic and traditional
garments remains undiminished, es-

interpretations that draw inspira-
tion from our rich textile heritage.
This fusion perfectly encapsulates
the spirit of modern India, allowing
| wearers to honour their
|\ heritage while embracing

' current fashion trends.

pecially during festive
These pieces, with their vibrant
colours, intricate embroidery,
and sumptuous fabrics, hold a
special place in the hearts of Indi-
ans. They're not just clothes;
they're aconnection toour cul-
tural roots, often passed down
through generations.

Ethnic wear in the modern
Indian context has evolved to

encompass both traditional

garments and contemporary

2 The In-
do-Western
pairingof a sha-
rara with a crop
top continues to
reign supreme in 2024,

attires

As the festive spirit
unfolds, discover
the ultimate guide
4. to making a
statement with
your style, from
dazzling ensembles
to essential
accessories

flowing, eco-friendly fabric shararas
are making waves. Accessorise with
statement silver jewellery for a so-
phisticated look that’s both environ-
mentally conscious and stylish.

STRAIGHT PANTS
WITH A TWIST
Straight pants remain a
versatile staple, but
2024 brings innovative
textures and patterns.
Think  hand-block
prints, subtle ikat weaves,
and even digital prints inspired
by India’s d:vl:rse landscapes. Pair
k

However, this year sees
rary twist with the introduction of
sustainable fabrics and innovative
embellishments. Crop tops adorned
with 3D -printed motifs paired with

wurtas
or strucmmd shclrt jackets for a per-

fect blend of comfort and style. Mon-
ochromatic sets in jewel tones are
particularly popular, especially when

accented with traditional
temple jewellery or con-
ixed-metal

CONSUMER CONNEGT INITIATIVE

blouses with power shoulders, cape

the festive sea-

sleeves, or corset-inspired designs

picces.

THE STATEMENT JACKET

Layering has become in-

creasingly popular in Indi-

an fashion, and festive

wear in 2024 em-
braces this trend whole-
heartedly. Handcrafted jack-
ets featuring a fusion of re-
gional embroidery styles-
think Kutchi mirror work meet-
ing Lucknowi chikankari-are the
season’s sh Th

e

105
LD

add a edge. For a fu-
sion look, sarees paired with long,
tailored jackets create astunningsil-
houette that's perfect for both tradi-
tional ceremonies and modern cele-
‘brations.

4, EL

ple looks througk
son.

ACCESSORISING FOR IMPACT

No festive look is complete without
the right accessories. This year, it's
all about mixing the old with the new-
Traditional jhumkas are beingpaired
with ear cuffs for an edgy look.

Lehengas are no longer re-
served just for
weddings. Light-
er, more weara-

ble versions are

perfect for various
festive

notonly add versatility to yﬂuroulfxl.
but also serve as wearable art. Look
for jackets with subtle zardozi work
foranextratouchof glamour, perfect
for those grand Diwali parties.

REIMAGINED DHOTI PANTS
Vrushti Chauhan, a content creator,
notes, “Dhoti pants have evolved
from being aniche item to 2 must-
have in every fashionista’s ward-
robe. The 2024 rendition sees
them in unexpected fabrics like
Banarasi silk blends and even
eco-leather for the more daring”
Pair these with crisp cotton shirts
fora daylook or with heavily embel-
lished crop tops for evening events.
Thekeyis tobalance the voluminous
bottom witha more fitted top.

Al Pog:Stock

PALAZZO
PERFECTION
“Palazzo suits
remain one of
the most
versatile
ethnic
wear

tions,” says

Diitaiai Singh,  Delbi-based fash
ion enthusiast. "They flatter all body
types and are ideal for the varied In-
dian climate.” she adds This year's
festive palazzo suits feature wide-leg
trousers in flowing fabrics paired
with intricately embroidered kurtis.
The dupatta getsamodern update
with reversible options--solid cal-
our on oneside and patternon the
other--offering two looks in one.

THE NEO-SAREE
The saree, eternally clegant, gets a
2024 makeover. Pre-
A\ drapedoptions withbuilt-
in pleats make this tradi-
tional garment more ac-
cessible to younger wear-
ers or those new to saree
draping, Experimental

The focus in
2024 is on
sustaina-

ble materials and productmn#
methods, Look for lehengas made

from organic cotton, recycled poly-
ester, or even innovative fabrics like
Dbanana fibre. These eco-friendly op-
tions often feature digital prints in-
spired by India’s rich biodiversity,
creating a unique blend of tradition
and environmental consciousness.

FUSION JUMPSUITS

For those who prefer amore con-
temporary silhouette with an
ethnic touch, fusion jumpsuits
are the answer. These one-
picce wonders come em-
bellished with traditional
embroidery or block prints
Wide-leg versions with overlaying
cape-like dupattas offer the fluidity
of ethnic wear with the convenience
of @ modern jumpsuit. They're par-
ticularly popular for Diwali and Bhai
Dooj celebrations

are makinga back
often worn with Western outfits for
an unexpected twist. Statement
neckpieces featuring a fusion of
Kkundan and contemporary designs
are becoming must-haves for every

\ festive wardrobe,

Sahana Pathan, a fashion de-
signer, observes, “While eth-
nic wear has maintained its
cultural significance, it

has undoubtedly evolved
to appeal to the modern
Indian fashionista.
We're seeing a beauti-
ful amalgamation of
traditional tech-
niques with con-
temporary sil-
houettes and

cre-
ating pieces that are not just
beautiful but also versatile and
environmentally responsible””

As we celebrate the festivals of
2024, fashion serves as a powerful
medium of cultural expression and
unity. It’s a testament to India’s rich
heritage and its forward-looking ap-
proach to style. Whether you opt for
aclassic saree, a fusion jumpsuit, or a

brilliantly reimagined le-
henga, remember that the
h‘ best accessoryis always con-
fidence and joy in celebrat-
ingour culture.
This festive season, let
your wardrobe be a reflec-
tion of your journey honouring roots
while embracing the present. After
all, in the vibrant tapestry of Indian
festivities, every thread of tradition
and modernity weaves a story of our
collective heritage and our bright fu-
ture.
As you prepare for the upcoming

REVOLUTION

Festive fashion isn't just

about womenswear. Men's

ethnic wear sees exciting

innovations in 2024.
Bandhgalas and sherwanis now
come in experimental fabrics
like khadi denim and bamboo
silk, while kurtas are being
paired with tailored dhoti pants for
asharp look. The big trend is modu-
lar ethnic wear—pieces that can be
mixed and matched to create multi-

, from Diwali to Christ-

mas, remember that your festive

wear is more than just clothing, I¢'s a

celebration of who we are as a na-

tion--diverse, dynamic, and deeply

rooted in our traditions. So go

ahead, mix that hand-loom sa-

ree with a modern blouse, or

pair your grandfather’s vin-

tage sherwani with contempo-

rary jodhpurs. In doing so, you're

not just following a trend; you're par-

ticipating in the ever-evolving story
of Indian fashion.

<o
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<« That festive fashion fillip

tween tradition and moder-
nity.

Krutali Patel, a junior de-
signer says, “For people like

As trends evolve, trad
comeback. By merging timeless heritage with contemporary
i deﬂgns, this revival keeps cultural roots alive while adding a

ional at

e is making a stylish

modern twist to celebrations

me who love fashion and
cherish cultural heritage,
the revival of traditional at-
tire like sarees, le-
hengas, and sher-

wanis is fascinat-

ing, It's incredible
to see how these

hopping for festive occasions
can be quite heetic, especially
‘when it comes to fashion choie-
es. However, the rediscovery of tradi-
tional festive wear is making a signif-
icant comeback, beautifully
blended with modern styles.
Inalandscape often dom-
inated by fast fashion,
this revival of classic at-
tire offers a refreshing
perspective. It not only
rejuvenates beloved gar-
ments but also keeps our
cultural heritage alive and
relevant in today’s celebrations. This
dynamic fusion breathes new life
into cherished traditions, allowingus
to celebrate our roots while embrac-
a

e
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BEACON OF CULTURAL
PRESERVATION
In today’s fast-paced, globalised
world, contemporary fashion often
eclipses traditional practices. How-
ever, the revival of traditional wear
has become a beacon of cultural
preservation. Garments like sarees,
Iehengas, and sherwanis are being
cherished not only for their herit-
age but also reimagined to suit
modern tastes. This blend of past
and present offers a fresh perspec-
tive on how we celebrate our
cultural identities.
Shivani Kadwani, an as-
piring fashion designer
shares, “The fusion of tra-
ditional fabrics with mod-
ernmaterials is one of the
aspects of modern fashion
that helps. Seeing a saree
in a sleek, modern fabric
like velvet; or lehenga with innova-
tive embroidery just adds afresh per-
spective. It is a perfect blend of past
and present, honouring the tradi-
tions the new.”
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EVOLUTION

resurgence

of traditional festive
attire brings a refreshing shift
amidst evolving fashion trends.

This movement breathes

classic garments, seamlessly blending
tradition with modern sophistication,
ensuring our cultural heritage remains

vibrant in today’s cels
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One of the most signif-
icant changes in traditional attire is
the adaptation of contemporary cuts
and silhouettes. Sarees, for instance,
are now often draped in innovative
styles such as pre-stitched or dmpr:d

traditional garments
are being reimagined for
modern festive celebr:
tions.”

EMBRACING
VERSATILITY AND
CUSTOMISATION
Versatility is another key
aspect of modern adap-
tations. Many tradi- (i
tional garments now @
come with customisa- >
ble elements, such as
detachable parts or modular
designs, allowing forvarious
looks ranging from formal
to festive. Traditional
colour palettesare be-
ing updated with
vibrant, uncon-
ventional hues,
and old pat-
terns are being
reinterpreted
with modern
twists, such as
abstract

new life into

‘prints or mini-
ebrations malistic de-

signs that cater
P to contemporary
o sesthetics,

Riddhi Shah, a
sales associate at a

clothing store shares,
“The sales of modern tradi-
tional wear are always in de-
mand during the festive season. The
modern cuts and silhouettes make
wearing a saree or lehenga so much
easier and more comfortable, which
is a huge plus for anyone who wants
to enjoy the festivities without feel-
ing constrained. Wearing traditional
attire during festivals feels like con-

lehengalooks, making
wear while retaining their umclcss
clegance. Designers are experiment-
ing with fusion fabrics, combining
traditional materials like silk and
brocade with modern elements like
organza, velvet, and even denim.
This results in garments that are not
only comfortable but visually strik-
ing, effectively bridging the gap be-

necting to ing bigger than
ourselves, away to celebrate our he:
itage while creating new memorie

ART OF TRADITIONAL WEAR

Traditional wear is more than just
clothing; it's a form of art that has
been passed down through genera-
tions. These garments showcase in-
tricate handwork, weaving tech-

niques, and unique patterns that tell
the stories of the past. Preserving
these technigues is crucial for con-
serving historical heritage and main-
taining the artistic craftsmanship
that represents the ingenuity of dif-
ferent cultures.

As designers innovate, they also
strive to keep these age-old tech-
niques alive. Collaborations between
contemporary

artisans and
fash-

ion hous- e s are
becoming more common, ensuring
that traditional skills are not lost to
the winds of time. By integrating tra-
ditional wear into modern fashion,
we celebrate this festive season with
anew look that honours our rich cul-
tural legacy.

The revival of traditional attire is
not just a trend but a meaningful
movement that celebrates and pre-
serves our cultural heritage while
embracing the innovations of today.
As the blend of traditional wear with
modern wear increases, these time-
less garments remain a cherished
part of our festive celebrations. This

fashion. Many consumers are turn-
ing away from fast fashion in favour
of garments that tell a story and are
‘made with care. By investing in tradi-
tional attire, they not only support
lacal artisans but also contribute to a
‘more sustainable fashion ecosystem.

BLENDING MODERN
CELEBRATIONS

As we navigate through the festivi-
ties, the choice of attire has become
more than a mere fashion state-
ment; it reflects our values and
identities. The reimagining of tra-
ditional wear allows individuals
to express themselves while still
holding onto their cultural

wear
continues to
hold its place
as a symbol of
identity and be-
longing. Fashion
shows and events featuring modern
traditional wearare gaining popular-
ity, showcasing how these garments
can be both stylish and culturally sig-
nificant. Designers are increasingly
using platforms to highlight their
creations, emphasising the impor-
tanee of cultural storytelling through
fashion.

This year, as you shop for festive
wear, consider styles that are poised
to evolve. The fusion of traditional
and contemporary designs isn't just a
fleeting trend; it represents a funda-
‘mental shift in our approach to fash-
ion. With an increasing appreciation
for culturalh

revivalis alsoa response to th
ing awareness of sustaimability in

ity, the festive attire of tomorrowrwill
blend artistry, comfort, and
tradition in exciting new
ways. Embrace this evolution
and find picces that reflect
hoth your style and the rich
cultural narratives they car-
y.

The resurgence of tradi-
tional festive wear servesas a
reminder of the importance
of our roots in a rapidly
changing world. By embrac-
ing these timeless garments,
‘we honour our ancestors, eel-
ebrate our culturalidentities,
and pave the way for future
generations to do the same.
The festive season becomes
not just a time for celebra-
tion, but acanvas for express-
“o ingwhowe are and where we
come from.



items, making it an ideal destination for fes-
tive shopping.

Kinjal Parelh, a homemaker, expresses,
“Our city embraces its traditions, culture, and
sense of community with epen arms and the
great thing is that the spirit of Gujarat, em-

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

time”

With a vibrant blend of devotion and deli-
cious euisine, festivities offer a glimpse into
the soul of Gujarat. As thecity readiesitself to
embrace the forthcoming celebrations, the
message is clear that the festivals are niot just

bodied in these festivities, continues to bring
e ik L her, forging bonds that Last a life-

With
festive
season
round the
corner,
Rajkot is
pulsating
with
cheerful
vibes and
optimism

events; they are experiences that leave an in-
delible mark on the heart.

c-Harsh.Kashiv@timesofindia.com

fu’ he air is thick with anticipation in Ra-
kot as this vibrant city readies itself for

I ‘an enchanting journey into the heart of

Gujarat’s Diwali fervour. The upcoming festiv-
ities promise to be a dazzling showease of tra-
dition, culture, and a whole lot of enthusiasm.
Known for its grand celebrations, the city is
gearing up to take centre stage in this year’s

» -
= ‘ - festive extravaganza.
o) = Gujarat, often referred to as the land of fes-
-
-
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o tivals, boasts a rich tapestry of traditions and |
cultures that come alive during this time of the
year. From Dhanteras to Bhai Dooj, the state is
full of colours and emotions.

Also, the celebrations have become mindful
now. Anamika Sharma, an en-
trepreneur, says, “From the
past few years, the citizens
have taken significant stepsto
celebrate festivities in
eco-friendly manner. The
campaign for a greener cele-
bration is embraced.”

For shopaholics, the cityof-
fersa diverse range of options,
From bustling street markets
to modern shopping malls,
the city caters to every con-
sumer's desires. The markets

are adorned with colourful

I | stalls selling traditional attire,

jewellery, and home decor
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Smart sk

4 CEUERATED IAGE

has specific needs that must be met to
maintain its health and appearance.
For instance, individuals with oily
skinmay benefit from lightweight, oil-
free formulations, while those with
dry skin should look for richer, more

i C inatie kin

v TIME

your skincare routine is crucial, it is
equally important to be aware of in-
gredients to avoid. Fragrance, wheth-
ersyntheticor natural, can be a signif-
icant irritant for many individuals.
Skincare products containing fra-

types may require a balanced ap-
proach, incorporating both light-

irritate sensitive skin, particularly
during a busy season when skin is

weight and hy

‘When it comes to ingredients, pri-
oritising those that nourish and pro-
tect the skin is essential. One key in-
gredient to seekout is hyalurenicacid,
renowned for its ab;lny to mcam

more Opting for fra-
grance-free products can help mini-
mise the risk of irritation, allowing
your skin to remain calm and healthy.

Alcohol is another ingredient to be
cautious of when selecting skincare

moisture, This
Deneficial during the upeoming win.
ter months when the air tends to be
drier, as it helps to keep the skin
plump and hydrated. Products con-
taining hyaluronic acid can signifi-
cantly improve the skin's moisture
levels, providing a youthful appear-
ance.

While knowing what to include in

INnc

for festivitie

Festivals bring joy, but they can also pose
challenges for one’s skin. Indulging in sweets
and rich foods can impact the complexion.

By focusing on a tailored regimen, one can
maintain the radiance and shield skin from
stressors, allowing to celebrate with confidence

A GENERATED IWAGE

products. Whil forms of alcohol
can have benefits, others can lead to
dryness and disrupt the skin's natural
barrier. Products that contain high
concentrations of drying alcohols
should be avoided, especially when

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

ing properties and can help relieve
irritation while providing hydration.
Incorporating products with aloe
vera can be particularly b ial

tions. Finding a moisturiser that
meets your skir’s needs without feel-
ing heavy or greasy is essential for

during times of stress, helping ta
soothe the skin and keep it looking
fresh. Using a calming mask or mois-
turiser infused with aloe can make a
significant difference, especially dur-
ing the busy days leading up to cele-
brations.

A well-rounded skincare routine
during the festive season should in-
clude cleansing, toning, moisturising,
and sun protection. Startin ng with a
gentle cleanser that removes impuri-
ties without stripping the skin is es-
sential, Proper cleansing is especially
important for those who wear make-
up, asit ensures that all traces of prod-
ucts are cf(cct\vr:ly removed. A dou-

the skin
from Cnvlronmsntal stressors. Choos-
ingalcohol-free formulations is awise
choice during the festive season when
skin needs extra care.

Harsh exfoliants, often found in
serubs, can also cause more] harm than
good. While gentl canim-

ble-cl. method, involving an
oil-based cleanser followed by a wa-
ter-based one, can be beneficial in
cleaning thoroughly. Following
cleansing, a hydrating toner can help
restore moisture and balance the
skin’s pH levels. Lok for toners that
are aleohol-free and contain calming

prove skin texture and promote radi-
ance, aggressive physical scrubs can
lead to irritation and inflammation. It
is advisable to look for products that
contain gentle exfoliating acids, such
as lactic or glycolic acid, rather than
physical exfoliants that can be too
abrasive. This gentler approach allows
for effective exfoliation without risk-
ing damage to the skin,
Soothingingredients should notbe

ingredients. A toner serves to prep the
skin for the application of serums and
moisturisers, enhaneing their effec-
tiveness.

Moisturising is a eritical step that

Janvi Desai, an owner of beauty sa-
lon shares, “Every skin tone has dif-
ferent types which is whyagood mois-
turiser and primer are essential for
ensuring makeup sits well and lasts.
Products with hyaluronic acid are my
go-to for creating a smooth base.
Choosing the right skincare is vital to
achieving that flawless look during
festive events.”

In addition to daily skincare, many
individuals opt for special treatments
or masks during the festive season.
Incorporating a hydrating mask a few
times a week can provide an extra
boost of moisture, helping the skin re-
cover from any stressors it may en-
counter. Masks infused with hydrat-
ing ingredients can be particularly
beneficial leadingup to major events,
ensuring the skin appears refreshed
and revitalised.

Hydration should not be limited to
topical products; staying hydrated
from within is equally important,
Drinking plenty of water during the
festive season is crucial for maintain-
ing skin health, Hydration helps to
flush out texins and keeps the skin
looking plump and vibrant. Addition-

should not be overlooked. Choosing
the right moisturiser can have a signif-
icant impact on how the skin looks
and feels. For individuals with dry
skin aricheream maybe ide-

overlooked when selecting skincare
products during the festive season.
Aloe vera is well known for its calm-

Devanshi.Shah
@timesofindia.com

s the festivities continues,
excitement fills the air, and
people begin preparing for
elebrations filled with
gatherings, parties, and special occa-
sions. Amid the joyful chaos, it is es-
sential not to overlook the signifi-
cance of skincare. With increased so-
cial interactions and the need to look
one’s best, choosing the right skincare
‘products becomes paramount.
Tshani Darji, a student of clinical
cosmetology says, “Festivals can be a

stressful time for the skin due to
changes in routine and environmental
factors. Its essential to choose prod-
ucts based on individual skin types.
Avoid products with heavy fragrances
or alcohal, as they can irritate sensi-
tive skin.”

Understanding skin type is the
foundational step in selecting suitable
skincare products. Everyone's skin
has unique characteristics that can
change due to various factors, inchud-
ing stress and environmental condi-
tions. It is important to identify
whether your skin is oily, dry, combi-
nation, or sensitive. Each skin type

withoily
Hin might benefit
from lightweight
gel formula-

Embrace

season

the festivities
with a smart skincare
routine that enhances your
natural glow. From
nourishing treatments to
effective hydration, taking
care of your skin ensures you
look and feel your best
during this joyful

ally, adiet rich in antioxi-
dants can support overall skin health.
Foods such as berries, leafy greens,
and nuts can help combat oxidative
stress and promote a radiant com-
plexion.
Mansi Shah, a student of
nutrition and health shares,
“Many people forget that
what they eat and drink
which influences their
skin health during the
festive season. Staying
hydrated and consum-
ing foods rich in antiox-
idants is just as impor-
tant as the products you
apply topically, A balanced
diet complements a good
skincare routine.”
Maintaining a consistent skincare
routine is vital during the festive sea-
son. Even with busy schedules, dedi-
cating a few minutes each morning
and evening to skincare can yield sig-
nificant benefits. By understanding
your skin type and prioritising ingre-
dients that nourish and protect, you
can enhance your natural beauty and
maintain healthy skin. Avoiding irri-
tants and opting for gentle formula-
tions will ensure that your skin re-
mainsradiant and vibrant throughout
the celebrations, The goal is not just to
look goad for the festivities, but to cul-
tivate healthy skin that reflects your
inner joy and well-being. With the
right approach, you can embrace the
festive season with confidence, radi-
ating beauty from within while cele-
brating with friends and family.

Make a

Exempl'fying elegance and
sophistication, gold jeweller
offers a diverse and
exquisite range. From delica
necklaces and statement
hoop earrings to bold rings,
each piece embodies a unique
hallmark of celebration and
style, enhancing any festive
occasion

Response.Guj feature

@timesofindia.com

captivating and
unique designs that not only
grab attention but also lend a

Picstock

he timeless allure of  festive touch to your
old ies is  Optforlarger
undeniable, tran-

to clegantly wrap around

Discover
the timeless

A4 GENERATED IMAGE

striking finishing touch to
your ensemble. You can
choose from intricately craft-
ed floral designs or rings
adorned with engravings and
gemstones. Alternatively,
consider wearing statement
cocktail rings in rose gold for
a glamorous look. Fashion ex-
perts often recommend
stacking rings, which means
wearing multiple rings on
one finger or flaunting a ring
onevery finger. This chic and
edgy styling technique can
make a powerful statement
onany occasion, allowing you
t0 express your unique sense
of style and add a touch of so-
phistication to your overall
appearance.

IN LOVE WITH PEARLS
1f you love combining pearls
and gold, youe right on
trend. Consider indulging in
tribal-inspired jewellery that
features baroque pearls ac-
centuated with gold
elements. You
have options

like wearing a
gold meck-

beauty of gold ;
;Ccc-mmvznd jewellery, where every P a c 3 nﬂg)?nie.gﬂ_él
ric;]ﬂl: ::(rl; piece is a celebr nof a“ ﬂ: rn ‘:_1 @timesofindia.com
outfit, their time. B SUleandsophistic aroptingor n the auspicious
: perfect for elevating o gptinghor Gl
cuffs less appeal, pearl and dayoffestive, the

whichare con-

your festive look

scending through
centuries and encompassing

vour wrist. If you're looking
For more flexibility, you can

sidered the ulti-
mate  fashion
Among

contemporary adornments,
As we embrace the festive
season, it’s a propitious time
toinvestin gold jewellery. Be-
yondits cherished classic mo-
tifs, gold has evolved to in-
spire avant-garde design con-
cepts. Exemplifying elegance
and sophistication, the choic-
es available in gold jewellery
are as diverse as they are ex-
quisite. You can explore a
spectrum of options, includ-
ing delicate necklaces, state-
menthoop earrings, and bold,
eye-catching rings, each bear-
ing the hallmark of celebra-
tionand style.

WRIST FACTOR
Whether you opt for a fusion
outfit or classic saree, gold
wrist cuffs make for the ideal
accessory, These bracelets

mixand mateh gold and silver
bracelets to expand your jew-
ellery options.

MIX THINGS UP

Fashion experts advise that
by following the lead of celeh-
rities and style icons, you can
enhance your style by incor-
porating gold chains into
your wardrobe. Whether you
want to elevate a den-
im-on-denim look or add a
stylish touch to a neutral or
colourful kurta, layering gold
chains is the way to go. You
have avariety of choices, from
multi-stoned chokers to
necklaces with delicate pen-
dants. Mix and match these
gold chains to add an extra
edge to your festive attire.

HOOP EFFECT
Designers and stylists highly

these, chunky gold hoops
stand out as astylish and edgy
option. You can choose from
‘more refined, sleek hoops or
those with a wider or thicker
design. Gold hoops never go
out of style and can effort-
lessly elevate your fashion
choices. They are versatile
aceessories that can add a
touch of elegance to any out-
fit, making them a reliable
solution for all your fashion
needs.

RING ITON

To enhance your traditional
outfit with the elegance of
gold rings, you have two op-
tions: stacking or making a
bold statement. Gold rings
come in a variety of unique
designs and stunning archi-
tectural details that can add a

norm is to buy
gold. And though
people prefer that, there
\ seems to be a steady in-
R crease in the demand
for silver. According to
jewellers in the city
there has been an in-
crease in the num-
ber of people buy-
ing silver in its
pure form.
Several factors
make silver a pre-

gold earrings.
This choice al-
lows you to infuse

a fashionable blend
of elegance and individuali-
1y in your jewellery collec-
tion.

Safe to say, this
yellow metal con-
tinues to win the
favour of buyer’s
year after year.
You can choose
between a lay-

ered street- ferred metal. One
style look or N key attraction is
bold state- of course the
ment pieces. cost.  Unlike
Gold jewellery gold, silver is

more affordable
and s a soft metal, so
many unique designs
can be created out of
it. Also, silver jewel-
lery can comple-
ment any outfit a
person wears, and
it can elevate looks

meets all your
fashion require-
ments, offering a mix
of simplicity and lux-
ury. Elevate your eth-
nic attire with these
stylish gold accesso-
ries for a unique
and unconvention-

instantly. Most popular silver jew-
ellery picees include chains, neck-
laces, bracelets, anklets, rings, pen-
dants, and so on. Depending on
your preference one can either
wear a single piece or layer it with
matching ones to get a stylish look.
“One may not always be able to buy
gold. And in that case, buyingsilver
is the best option. It is affordable.
As a college student, I may not be
able to buy gold jewellery, but that
doesn't stop me from buying a pre-
cious metal. The belief is that any-
thing you invest in on the special
day will come back in abundanee to
you. In which case, silver is defi-
nitelynot abad option. It has resale

y and unique charm,

city also offer tea sets, dinner sets
and silver trophies that are sought
after by high-end customers. I al-
ways wear a silver anklet. And sil-
ver being a soft metal often become
weak and brittle after a time. This
is the reason why I buy quirky sil-
ver anklet every year, even when I
have old pieces which may not be
broken. That way, my collection
becomes big and I have options ta
choose from, for the rest of the
year,” says Ambili, a designer. “T
love silver jewellery, for it exudes a
classylook. Beit asimple chain, car
cuffs, nosepins or bracelets, there
is a wide range of silver jewellery
which will be apt for everyday use.

Elevate your sheen

Silver jewellery is not just a trend; it's a timeless expression
of elegance and style. With its versa
adds a radiant touch to any ensemble, making it a cherished
choice for festive occasions and everyday wear alike

value and alsoits price
just like gold,” says Santhi, a stu-
dent.

Various puja items and gift arti-
cles in silver are also very popular.
“Articles used during pujas are
made out of silver and there are
many takers for such silverware.
Even for gifting purposes, silver
seems to be an ideal choice as cus-
tomers find it more affordable and
the articles are actually useful
for the people,” says Vi =
ned Kumar, a salesper-
son. “We have a large
variety of silver jew-
ellery and accesso
ries as well. The|

and grac
shine

bells and other ae-
cessories are much in
demand. Antique silver
is also gaining populari-
ty among people with a lot of
them going in for anklets and toe
rings,” adds Kiran, the proprietor
of a jewellery store.

Gift items like little lamps,
plates, flower vases, and drinking
glasses are also popularly bought
by people when it comes to silver.
Apart from this, jewellers in the

Embrace
the enduring
beauty of silver,
where each piece tells a
story of craftsmanship

every occasion

With many silver jewellery design-
ers who design gorgeous pieces
that are one-of-a-kind, these ac-
cessories are perfect for any occa-
sion. And with festive around the
corner, I am hoping to make use of
the offers and buy some of them,”,
she add.

‘Working professionals and stu-
dents also prefer silver jewellery
for daily wear. “I use silver chains
and earrings for office as it is
lightweight. There are a
wide variety of designs
available that can go
well with an offieial

suring you

antlyon  Bf itha, a finance pro-

fessional. Jewellery
lovers like to purchase
silver pieces from well-

known brands and designers.
Keyconsiderations while choosing
a jewellery brand are value for
money, design, and loyalty, Stun-
ning silver trinkets are perfect for
every occasion and are amust-have
for adding elegance to your ward-
robe. So, why wait, grab a nice picce
this festive season.
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Making the day
memorable

Social outreach programmes, of
late, have been marking festive
holidays. Participation of youth in
them is indeed encouraging

Response.Guj@timesofindia.com

or most of the people, be it stu-
F dents or officegoers, weekends

are meant for relaxation and hav-
ing some fun moment. However, this
time, on Diwali, you can consider mak-
ing this holiday traditional enough by
doing something special.

Social outreach programmes, of late,
have been marking festive holidays.
Participation of youth in them isindeed
‘encouraging. Here are some interesting
ideas that you can follow; we are sure
they will help you love your country
even more.

Helping the needy is the noblest
thing that anyone can do this weekend.
The underprivileged section of our so-
clety is facing a difficult time leading a
normal life. Hence this Diwalf, try to
bring a smile on the faces of poor and
deprived people by helping them out in
small or big ways.

One can also hold social drives to
spread awareness about cleanliness,
tree plantation et al. Whatever the so-
cial initiative, its end-result will only
‘benefit our motherland.

Abhay Deshmukh, a youth who has
organised a cleanliness drive in his col-
ony, says, “Keeping this long weekend in
view, me and my friends have decided to
organise a cleanliness drive in our lane.
We will start the activity in the evening
and try to collect all the day’s garbage
that people throw on the road. We have
organised many such drives before to
inculeate civic sense in people. We will
be getting on the field and will do the
needful”

Another option to male your week-
end festive and fun-filled is visiting mu-
seums and historic places with your
family or friends. Instead of going to
‘beach, malls, and gardens, try to spend

quality time with}§
your family by plan-
ning a trip to muse-
ums or old forts situat-
ed in and around our city. v
doing this, you will not only spend quallty
time with your loved ones but will also get
toknow alot of facts about our country.

Ifyou are not the outdoor type and want
to spend a relaxing time at home, don't
worry, you too can get the festive vibes by
watching afewwonderful and elassic epics
in the form of movies or series. Along with
the dose of entertainment, these films will
also increase the love that you have for In-
dian culture.

Festive holidays are celebrated with
great enthusiasm all over the country. The
people are cager to celebrate these signifi-
cant occasions as they are a way to unwind
oneselffrom the monotonous routine, The
festive fervour of Indian people on these
days brings the whole country together
even in its embedded diversity. Festive

holid: 1e's d.

avariety of ways. It's
when the regional identity takes a front seat.
Sumit Dhande, a banker, opines that such days
are a matter of fun for all the citizens and says,
“All the festive holidays hold much significance
than just being the day off from work”

Anand Satpute, a senior citizen, says, “For

me, festive days are the ones to feel happy and T
really feel enthusiastic being an Indian. As they
areobservedas aholiday, [like to spend these in
my own way. Usually, I go with my friends to
someof the Local places. During the day, we plan
alunch at a restaurant but definitely not at the
costof following all rituals as per the festival.”

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

As Indians, let’s celebrate all the festive holi-
days that are significant enough to give us the
title of ‘Culturally Rich Country’ who have di-
verse regional identities, yet are bonded with
the feeling of brotherhood and togetherness.
Three cheers to our nation!
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